
Journal of Sustainable Development; Vol. 8, No. 9; 2015 
ISSN 1913-9063 E-ISSN 1913-9071 

Published by Canadian Center of Science and Education 

24 
 

Evasion of Children in Ivory Coast Artisanal Mining Activities 

Kouame Joseph Arthur Kouame1, Yu Feng1, Fuxing Jiang1 & Sitao Zhu1 
1 School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Science and Technology Beijing, Beijing China 

Correspondence: Kouame Joseph Arthur Kouame, School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of 
Science and Technology Beijing, 30 Xueyuan Road, Haidian District, Beijing 100083, China. E-mail: 
josepharthurkk.ustb@yahoo.com 

 

Received: May 31, 2015   Accepted: September 8, 2015   Online Published: October 22, 2015 

doi:10.5539/jsd.v8n9p24          URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.5539/jsd.v8n9p24 

 

Abstract 

The development of the mining industry is necessary for the national GDP growth. The gold mining operation 
provides great support to local people in the construction of roads, hospitals and schools. However the damage 
caused due to the illegal gold mining in Ivory Coast has become increasingly worrying. Thousands of miners 
unlawfully exploit gold in many parts of the national territory. The local people, especially the children see 
artisanal gold mining as a faster way to get out of the growing poverty. According to the investigation with local 
people, MDA, mining companies, the rebellion in 2002 and the post-election crisis in 2010 were a key issue. As 
result of the political unrest many children have left school to move into the mining activities. This paper focuses 
on some existing problems relating to the minors in artisanal gold mine as well as how the illegal gold mining 
activities should increasingly concern the state’s authorities who have to display their determination to stop this 
recurring phenomenon. In this paper, some suggestions will be proposed and we also support some initiatives 
and actions of the current government in order to reduce the rate of children or if possible to withdraw all the 
children from mining sites. The World Bank, financial institutions, NGOs are appealing too to play a major 
support role to eradicate child labor and to protect children in Ivory Coast and over the world. 
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1. Introduction 

Ivory Coast located in the western part of Africa has discovered the largest gold deposit with reserves estimated 
at 200 tons. The British company known as Amara Mining will extract its first gold in 2017 at Angovia a region 
of Yahoure, a village close to Yamoussoukro the state’s political capital. The capital invested in this Angovia 
gold mine by Amara mining company is $400 million. In addition to Angovia gold mining, this year (2013), 
Ivory Coast has opened the gold mining in the southwest of the country which is expected to surpass the national 
gold production from 13 to 16 tons per year. However the rebellion of 2002 and the post electoral crisis in Ivory 
Coast have had enormous consequences. This instability has made many children orphans. All these children 
without any proper formal background education left school to fend for themselves and due to this indulge in all 
kinds of negative activities. Most of them are oriented towards the artisanal gold mines without worrying about 
the immediate and prospective consequence because it pays for everything and supports their livelihood. 

According to AGEPE on Thursday 26, 2014, the exact number of children involved in child labor in Ivory Coast 
is estimated to 1,994,593. These are aged 13-17. The children used in agriculture sector are 53.4%, 35.6% in 
service and 11% in the industry. In fact 2/3 of the children are into home job and this has a really negative impact 
on the education of the children. This investigation will enhance and extend the system of observation and 
monitoring of child labor in Ivory Coast (Yao, 2015). 

The child trafficking generally leads to child labor. Minors have been working very young. According to the 
UNICEF statistics in 2011, at least 150 million children had been found in child labor. All those children from 
developing countries are aged between 5 to 14 years old (McAdam, M., 2013; Dillon et al., 2012). 

As it had been reported by the International Labor Organization (I.L.O), 60% of children involved in child labor 
are working in the sector of agriculture. The number of children engaged in some hazardous work, such as the 
sex or drug trade is around 115 million (Rafferty, Y., 2013), Martens, M. (2012, Barna; S. M. 2012; World Bank 
Group 2012). 

Some of the major forms of child labor include domestic issue, service, agriculture sector and manufacturing 
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industries. Many children are everyday forced to work in restaurants, farms, factories, etc(Zensius, A., 2012). 

The countries of West Africa and the Middle East remain the area where the trafficking of children is more 
recurrent. In these countries the right of children is not respected as reported the World Bank (World Bank, 2009). 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child had found much contradiction in a country like 
Zimbabwe. The begging of children in Zimbabwe is accepted largely by their parents (UNICEF, 2001; Muchini, 
B., 2001). 

Ghana, a neighboring country of Ivory Coast is one of the largest gold producers in Africa. Many children 
including girls had been involved in the mining activities. Even if only some few details had been talked about 
the active involvement of girls in the mining activities in some part of Ghana such as Akwatia and Tarkwa as 
reported ILO in 2007, but this phenomena remains a great concern for the authorities (ILO, 2007; Bennett, et al, 
2007). The community of Ghana and some NGOs had taken the excellent initiative to visit and check frequently 
all the territory of of Talensi Nadbam district which is almost 912 Km2. As a result 150 children had been 
withdrawn from the mining sites (Hilson, G., 2008). 

The political unrest in West Africa made this sub-Saharan area the prerogative location of illegal miners and the 
use of children as child labor is still on the rise (Hilson & McQuilken, 2014). Two years after the rebellion the 
World Statistic has reported in 2004 that 35% of children aged 5 to 14 in Ivory Coast were in child labor. Today, 
despite the recognizable actions and efforts of the first lady of Ivory Coast Dominique Ouatarra in the program 
of protection of children, thousands of children between the ages 8 to 16 are in plantations and gold mine as 
employees (Edmonds, 2008; Ikejiaku, B. V., 2009). 

As a result several cases of accidents and conflicts which led to violence were reported in the peripheries of the 
mining sites due to the activities of immigrants. The pollution due to the use of mercury and cyanide in illegal 
gold mining sites is resulting in the death of people. As typical example, we can figure out here the case of 
Sakassou in the central part of Ivory Coast (see Figure 1). Sakassou is 396 km away from Abidjan the economic 
capital and 71 Km away from Yamoussoukro the political capital. Sakassou was invaded by illegal miners 
mostly from neighboring countries. Children, including over five minors were killed and four others seriously 
injured due to the collapse of an underground gold mine in Sakassou on Monday October 13, 2014.The victims 
were from Burkina Faso. They have been operating the clandestine mine for several year (AFP, 2014). 
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Since the advent of multiparty politics in Ivory Coast in 1990, we assisted to constant and recurrent strikes of 
students and teachers which subsequently disrupted the normal functioning of the education system. The 
Universities are saturated due to the frequent invalid academic years. The living conditions of young people 
more than ever are complicated. The lack of youth employment policy and the mismanagement of the 
educational system are key factors in the movement of children and the sacrificed youth into illegal gold mines 
as a precipitant of distress, deprivation, and despair are accumulated over the years. 

2.3 The Inadequate Infrastructures 

Some children in Ivory Coast school are dropping outs urchins’ due to the lower recruitment of staff into national 
payroll, the educational integration of young graduates into the job market increases each year. Recently the 
government of Ivory Coast even if is trying to build a lot of infrastructure to sustain schools and recruit as much 
as teachers for supervision and creating jobs for the integration of graduates into the workforce at the end of their 
academic and professional training but it still insignificant. The country is living largely by borrowing from the 
World Bank. (Brunnschweiler, C., 2008). 

The northern region of the Ivory Coast, artisanal mining boom area has now many effects, resulting in many 
students dropping out of school to go for gold. This part of Ivory Coast is rich in Gold. Most of the populations 
in the northern of Ivory Coast are farmers and traders (Figure 4). They do not have much interest in education. 
The former rebels had occupied this part of the country and made it uncontrollable by the government during the 
political unrest. The laws and regulations were not respected in this part of Ivory Coast. The poverty rate is 77.3% 
in Korhogo a city located in the northern part of Ivory Coast and occupied by the rebels but the economic capital 
Abidjan in the southern has a poverty rate which is around 21% according to the recent investigation of NIS. The 
traffic of diamond was developed in this part of Ivory Coast by former rebels and local people including children 
were involved into mining activities to support their livelihood (and especially money...). The insecurity was 
growing up in this region. For this reasons the marketing of diamond in Ivory Coast was under UN embargo 
since 2005 (UN 2005). 

Due to the political unrest which started with the rebellion in 2002, the poverty in Ivory Coast increased from 
38.4% in 2002 to 48.9% in 2008. The employment of young people, security, reintegration of former combatants 
and social cohesion are the main challenges of the current government (UN Security council, 2012). This 10 
years crisis endured by the country has ruined its economy. Recently, the current government is seeking funds to 
cope with the serious insecurity that undermines the country and delaying the influx of investors to Ivory Coast. 
The soldiers from the former rebellion in that despite the disarmament, they continue to revolt and demand their 
integration in the country's social system. This situation makes the security of the country very fragile, so the 
government is actively concerned about solving the security issue in order to attract again the foreign investors 
and develop the country, while an important part of funds collected by the government and a good part of the 
national GDP are leading to solve the case of security. Therefore, the construction of schools and children 
education remains insignificant. The country’s economy was really down during this period. Actually the 
national GDP is around 10% (Figure 3) because the current government is actively involved in the development 
of the country. But it is very complex for a country like Ivory Coast which has many debts from the World Bank 
and other financial institutions to build more adequate infrastructures. 

3. Consequences 

Today in Ivory Coast, the strong influence of illegal gold mines on the young population is clear. The children 
are going to risk their lives every day in an arduous, painful and dangerous work without a proper intervention of 
Ivory Coast government, parents, stakeholders and the international community in the mining sector (United 
States Department of Labor, 2011). Many illegal mining companies exist in Ivory Coast, thousands of children 
work there. The diseases such as tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS are spreading while prostitution is developing in those 
operating sites. The death of children and insecurity are recurrent. This study predicts the further rise in illiteracy 
rate and taking note of the hazardous practices and the degradation of the environment (Webbink et al., 2012). 

4. Recommendations 

Nowadays, the obvious observation in Ivory Coast is that many children are employed in the area of illegal gold 
mines. The government should face this situation and make it a major concern because the reality of the risks is 
immense. The government should also accord importance to the youth, which is an important segment of our 
population through the creation of jobs. 

4.1 Child Protection 

In order to face this distressing situation of children in the gold mines activities and any forms of child labor, we 
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highly suggest to the government of Ivory Coast to establish a rigorous social protection system for children, to 
create canteens in the majority of the country's schools which will help the poor children as most of the children 
are from poor families (Figure 3). 

The funds disbursed by UNESCO for the children education should not be invest in some other sector but 
actively in education to make higher the rate of education. Education should be promoted and privileged in Ivory 
Coast. The government should make all public schools free or at least greatly reduce the education fee according 
to the population income which can allow parents to easily afford it. The Children of Africa Foundation created 
in 1998 by Dominique Ouattara with a view to change the lives of children i.e. to give every African child a 
better future should be a palpable example and encouraged by the authorities to reduce the rate of minors in the 
illegal mining. 

The fight against Child labor should be the priority action of the state of Ivory Coast. The Government must 
imperatively get children out of illegal mining activities, as well as others sectors such as cocoa, coffee 
plantations and rubber trees. The government and NGOs should establish a national system in order to ensure the 
raising of children and should make the children’s education their priority and create orphaned for those orphans 
resulting from the rebellion and post-election crisis At least 3.000 people died during the post-election crisis 
from December 2010 to April 2011. The government of Ivory Coast should have main objectives in the 
eradication of child labor and the protection of children because working in gold mines has many impacts on 
children’s health. According to the UN classification in 2014, Ivory Coast 171st out of the 187 countries in terms 
of Human Development Index due to the fact the medical and educational structural in Ivory Coast remain very 
weak (UN, 2014). The government should adopt a fundamental decree for trafficking children and child labor 
law which will lead to respect the right of children in order to ensure the good livelihood of the all the children in 
Ivory Coast (Webbink, et al 2012 and UNOCHA, 2012). 

The National Monitoring Committee and its partners, including agencies of the United Nations system, 
non-governmental organizations and businesses actors in the mining sector should pool their efforts to keep 
away children from illegal gold mining sites. The international community and development partners have 
committed to support the Government of Ivory Coast in the action to reduce the child labor rate. They should 
undertake a national communication campaign and training of prefects and all stakeholders to reframe children. 
The government with the support of the UNICEF and UNESCO should construct and rehabilitate schools close 
to the major gold mining sites and take a significant measure to ensure a good quality education for children and 
eradicate child trafficking from neighboring countries because the majorities of children in the gold mining are 
non-nationals (Werthmann, K., 2009). So today the steps taken by the authorities to close all the illegal mining 
sites is a great decision to ensure the control of mining industries and the consequences of the children in the 
illegal gold mining sites. 

4.2 Improvement of Population Living Conditions 

Today the economy of Ivory Coast is in ascendency. According to the statistics of World Bank, the national GDP 
was 8.7% in 2013 and 8.9.8% in 2012 and will reach 10% in 2014. This is due to the fact the current government 
is actively in the involvement of the country’s development. In order to help the parents schooling their kid, the 
population must benefit from the economy. “JEUNE AFRIQUE” had published on Wednesday November 12, 
2014 that the government of Ivory Coast will allow almost 2.6 billion euros which are up 12.8% compared to 
2014, to the poor population in order to improve the livelihood and to strength the economy. This good action 
can be supported by some projects which leads diversification of the economy of Ivory Coast such as the 
development of the mining sector. We suggest to the current government to reorganize the mining sector through 
a lawful exercise of the mining activities. This rationalization programs in the mining sector will be a major key 
to attract foreign investors to the country because a good mining code always attracts investors (Bebbington, 
2012). The government also should implement some projects to labor-intensive services which will lead 
distribution of jobs for people with minimal skills which will help many unemployed and people to have a job. If 
the majority of the population has monthly income, then they can easily take good care of their children and 
ensure their schooling fee. As they are aware of the risks of kids in mining activities, they will prefer to invest 
their income into education instead to encourage their children into mining activities. 

The Government of Ivory Coast should solve the security issue which will lead to restoration of confidence and 
the cooperation with the financial institutions. These financial institutes will easily borrow funds to the country 
which will be invested in public investments in order to stimulate economic growth, including youth 
employment, boosting the private sector, development of the mining sector, creation of schools for kids and 
universities for youth. As a result the government will recover and reconstruct the economy of Ivory Coast. 
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The government of Ivory Coast should encourage and finance youth entrepreneurship. The government can 
provide some capital to youth who have an excellent project to make their own business. This action will greatly 
reduce the youth unemployment and the abject poverty and the insecurity because youth can take care of 
themselves. In the northern part of Ivory Coast where the poverty rate is too high, the government should support 
the population to invest in some activities. 

We Highly encourage the government and its mining ministry to continuously to close the all the illegal mining 
sites in all the parts of Ivory Coast in order to take a great step to streamline the mining sector and sanitize the 
artisanal mining by granting proper mining licenses. The recurrent conflicts between local people and miners 
will be ended and the use of some harmful chemical products by illegal miners such as mercury and cyanide 
which leads to death of people will be reduced. 

It is also obvious that idle youth is a permanent threat to the stability and survival of the nation so the abolition 
of child labor is encouraged. The government should really focus on the education of children to ensure their 
bright future because as we all know, for lifeblood of tomorrow; children are the pedestal of development of the 
Ivory Coast and the whole world in general. The social and economic emergence of the Ivory Coast should be 
done with dynamic and dedicated youths. Young people should be spearheading the growth and development of 
the work; including entrepreneurship, instead being at the illegal gold mining sites, youth should be in school 
(Banchirigah et al,. 2010). 

Finally we highly suggest to the NGOs, multinational companies and the governments to become actively 
involved in the fight against child trafficking and child labor in any form to reduce infantine mortality in Ivory 
Coast and around the world. 

5. Conclusions 

The expansion of child labor in illegal mining of gold in Ivory Coast is a serious political challenge. The political 
instability generated the high rate of unemployment and orphans who are desperately catering for themselves 
without support from NGOs, Government and even civil society. More so, the considerable lack of infrastructure 
since the event from December 1999 drives the rapid increase of children into the illegal mining activities 
throughout the extended national territory. This paper showed that the reduction of school fees, the promotion of 
jobs, the building of many infrastructures for youth and the security of all the national territory will highly 
reduce the influx of children in mining activities and also the child labor so the children in Ivory Coast will be 
protected and have a safe and quality education (Figure 5). 

This study gives an overview of child trafficking in labor. Although the suggestions above are limited, the 
eradication of child labor and child protection should be a prime concern for the government. 
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Figure 5. The conclusion structure 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 

SODEMI State Society for Development of the Mining Industry (Société pour le Développement Minier de la 
Côte d’Ivoire); UN United Nations; MDA Ministry Departments Agencies; NGO Nongovernmental 
Organization; AGEPE Promoting Employment and Study Agency (Agence d'Etude et de Promotion de 
l'Emploi); ILO International Labor Organization; NIS National Institute of Statistics (Institut National de la 
Statistique). 
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