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Child Trafficking is becoming an increasing concern in public opinion, Photo by Christel Kovermann 



 

Why and how children are trafficked in 
Europe

How many children are trafficked in 
Europe: the problem of data collection



Diagram 1: Terre des Hommes findings

Child trafficking is a world-wide phenomenon



Trafficking: a world-wide phenomenon
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Intervention Entry Point



Boy selling flowers in a cafe. Construction to the right hand side and in the background for the Olympic Games 
2004. Monastiraki Athens. Photo By Andrea Motta. 
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Criminal Law Perspective

Boys being forced to steal by criminal gangs, Hamburg, Photo by Renate Giesler



Council of the European Union

Comprehensive Plan to combat illegal 
immigration and trafficking of human beings 
in the European 
Union (2002)



Council Resolution on the contribution of 
civil society in finding missing or sexually 
exploited children (2001)

Council Resolution on unaccompanied 
minors who are nationals of third countries 
(1997)

Council Resolution on initiatives to combat 
trafficking in human beings, in particular 
women (2003)



The Hague Ministerial Declaration on 
European Guidelines for Effective Measures 
to Prevent and Combat Trafficking in Women 
for the Purpose of Sexual Exploitation (1997)



European Parliament

Resolution of the European Parliament on 
child trafficking and child soldiers (2003)

Resolution of the European Parliament 
for further actions in the fight against 
trafficking in women (2000)



Resolution of the European Parliament on 
trafficking in human beings (1996) 

Resolution of the European Parliament on the 
Commission Communication on combating 
sex tourism and the “aide memoire” of the 
European Union’s contribution to reinforcing 
the prevention of sexual abuse and 
exploitation of children (1997)

European Commission



DG Justice and Home Affairs



DG Employment and Social Affairs

DG Enlargement 





DG External Relations



DG Development

ECHO



Conclusions

Definition of a Policy Area 

Human Rights Approach 

Prevention



Development Policy 

External Policy

Migration

European Enlargement



Emergency situations

Life conditions of Albanian families, Athens. Photo by Andrea Motta
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Programme on child trafficking
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Kid playing in the sourrounding of his house, Albania. Photo by Andrea Motta



Defining child trafficking
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For more information on EU programmes relating to child trafficking analysed in this paper 
please see  :








